


HOW MANY OF THE REQUIRED UNITS MUST BE TAKEN AT OCC? 

12 of the required units must be taken at OCC. 

 
CAN ALL COURSES ON THE CURRENT LIST BE USED TO MEET REQUIREMENTS? 

Courses on the CSU GE Breadth list are approved for a specific academic year which begins with the Fall semester. Students 
wishing to use a course to satisfy a CSU GE Breadth requirement must make sure that it is on the list for the year in which it is 

taken. Courses which have been added or deleted since the original list was published in 1981 are identified in parentheses. 

 
WILL STUDENTS BE REQUIRED TO EARN A MINIMUM GRADE IN COURSES USED FOR CSU GE BREADTH? 

Students must complete Areas A1, A2, A3 and B4 with grades of C or better. D grades are acceptable in other areas except that CSU 

requires the completion of 30 GE units with a grade of C or better for admission. Courses can be taken P/NP since a grade of P at OCC 

is equivalent to a C; however, each campus limits the number of P/NP courses that they will accept, so students should probably take 

no more than 15 units in this manner. 

 
CAN COURSES TAKEN AT FOREIGN INSTITUTIONS BE USED TO MEET CSU GE BREADTH REQUIREMENTS? 

No. These courses cannot be used to meet CSU GE Breadth requirements. 

 
CAN CREDIT AWARDED FOR AP EXAMS BE USED TO MEET CSU GE BREADTH REQUIREMENTS? 

College credit earned by Advanced Placement can be used to meet CSU GE Breadth requirements. See the “Credit for Advanced 

Placement” handout available in the Transfer Center to determine appropriate credit application. 

 
CAN CREDIT AWARDED FOR IB EXAMS BE USED TO MEET CSU GE BREADTH REQUIREMENTS? 

Yes. Certain IB exams may be incorporated in the certification of CSU GE Breadth. A minimum score of 5 is required if not otherwise 
stated. 

 
CAN CREDIT EARNED FOR CLEP EXAMS BE USED TO MEET CSU GE BREADTH REQUIREMENTS? 

Yes. Certain CLEP Exams can be used to satisfy CSU GE Breadth requirements. 

 
IS COMPLETION OF CSU GE BREADTH REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION? 

Completion of CSU GE Breadth does not necessarily meet admission requirements for CSU, although individual campuses may require 

its completion prior to admission. Transfer students (including those eligible from high school) applying to upper division standing (60 

or more units) must complete at least 30 semester units of course work from CSU GE Breadth with grades of C or better including A1, 

A2, A3, B4 and an additional 18 units selected from other areas. 

 
WHAT IS THE CSU AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS REQUIREMENT AND WILL OCC CERTIFY ITS COMPLETION? 

CSU requires the completion of a U.S. history course (History 100 (-F15), 170, 170H, 175, 175H) and a political science course (Political 
Science 180 or 180H). OCC will certify the completion of this requirement. The history and political science courses can be included as 

part of Area D. 
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CSU General Education Breadth Effective Fall 2024 

Legend: C=Completed IP = In progress N= Needed 

AREA A: COMMUNICATION IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND CRITICAL THINKING 
9 semester or 12-15 quarter units, including one course from each sub-area with a grade of "C" or 
better. 

C IP N 

A1 Oral Communication 
Communication Studies 100, 110 

(select one) 

A2 Written Communication 
English 100, ESL 100 

(select one) 

A3 Critical Thinking 
Communication Studies 140(-F06), 220, 240 
English 101(or 101H), 102(or 102H), 109(+F06) 
Mathematics 220 
Philosophy 150, 155, 220 

(select one) 

 

AREA B: PHYSICAL UNIVERSE AND ITS LIFE FORMS 
A minimum of 9 semester or 12-15 quarter units, including at least one course from each subarea. 
Must include at least one laboratory course. Lab courses are underlined. *Natural Science 100 
with a lab (Natural Science 100A or 100G) will satisfy B1, B2 and B3. 

C IP N 

B1 Physical Science 
Anthropology 280(+F20) 
Astronomy 100(or 100H),  
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