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compared to their peers, including life circumstances that 
a�ect their educational goals” says TOP program coordinator 
Linda Bagatourian. 

Resources aimed at supporting underserved student 
populations, such as �rst-generation Hispanic and Latinx 
students, include OCC’s Pirates’ Promise program, which 
grants two years of free tuition to all �rst-time college 
students taking 12 units or more, and OCC’s Zero-Textbook-
Cost initiative, which o�ers students the option of taking 
classes that have no materials costs, such as textbooks. OCC 
also provides basic needs support through its Pirates’ Cove 
Food Pantry and Laptop Loan program. 

“Our goal is to create an environment of inclusion 
and belonging for all OCC students, faculty, sta� and 
administrators, and to engage in our planning and processes 
through a racial justice and equity lens,” says President Suarez. 
“This is a holistic approach that starts with our Education 
Master Plan, and is guided by the work of OCC’s participatory 
governance committees, as well as our Equity and Inclusion 
Task Force.” 

Orange Coast College is the top transfer community college in 
Orange County for combined transfers to the California State 
University and University of California systems. In 2019-2020, 
associate degrees for transfer made up approximately 21.6 
percent of all degrees awarded at OCC. 
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