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OCC Welcomes New Students to Campus  
for Orientation	
Orange Coast College welcomed nearly 1,000 new students at its annual orientation, Navigate 

OCC, on Aug. 20. Students attended workshop sessions and a resource fair, and were given 
tours of campus to help them become familiar with the College. 

Booths representing most programs on campus gave out information on topics such as financial 
aid, transfer, basic needs support, Guided Pathways, and more. Students were treated to lunch in 
OCC’s horticulture gardens and the day wrapped up with an opportunity drawing in the Robert B. 
Moore Theatre. 

OCC Culinary Program Re-Accredited for 7 
Years, Receives ‘Exemplary’ Status
The College’s Culinary Arts Program received word from the American Culinary Federation 

Education Foundation Accrediting Commission (ACFEFAC) in early August that all four of its 
certificate programs have received “exemplary” status, with the entire program re-accredited for 
seven years. 

The re-accreditation follows a three-day site visit during the Spring 2019 semesters during which 
a team from ACFEFAC validated the self-study report. ACFEFAC is recognized by the Council on 
Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). 

“During the site visit the team talks to all parties involved in our program: OCC admin and 
instructors, alumni, graduates, advisory board and current students,” says Culinary Arts Instructor 
Bill Barber. “The team also inspects our facilities, curriculum, systems and processes to make sure 
that we are up to the standards set forth by American Culinary Federation Educational Foundation 
and that all we are claiming that we do in the self-study is actually what we are doing.” 
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Sept. 10 — Pirate Involvement 
Fair
Library Quad, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 

Sept. 13 — Theatre Nouveau
Drama Lab Studio, 7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 14 — Football vs East Los 
Angeles 
LeBard Stadium, 6 p.m. 

Sept. 16–20 — ‘The Closet’ 
Clothing Drive 
Journalism 108, times vary

Sept. 18 — OCC Career Center 
Open House
Watson Hall, 3rd Floor,  
1–3:30 p.m. 

Sept. 19 — “Empty Vessel – 
Amir Zaki” Preview
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OCC’s Culinary program is the only culinary school in the State 
of California to have all of its certificate programs receive 
“exemplary” status, and the only school in Southern California 
to have even one.  

Hundreds Show Up to 
Witness Rare Corpse Flower 
Blooming at OCC
Orange Coast College’s horticulture department had a 

“Corpse Flower” bloom in early August, sparking interest 
and enthusiasm from local plant lovers.  

The rare and endangered Amorphophallus Titanum flower was 
on display on the patio of OCC’s Planetarium from Aug. 14-16, 
drawing hundreds of visitors who came out to take a whiff of 
the plant’s notorious odor, which many people liken to rotting 
flesh. The Corpse Flower can take many years to bloom and 
has the potential to grow more than 10 feet tall. 

OCC originally received three corpse flowers from the 
Huntington Botanical Gardens in 2006. The College has since 
had two flowers bloom, one in 2014 and another in 2017. Both 
blooms drew hundreds of curious spectators.

“It’s amazing how many people want to smell it, [the smell] is 
the biggest draw about it,” says Horticulture Lab Coordinator 
Joe Stead. 

This year’s flower is named “Little Eva” in honor of Student 
Activities Assistant Eva Shaffer, who helps fundraise around 
the corpse flower in order to support student scholarships. 

With a $5 “suggested donation” Shaffer and the OCC 
Classified Senate were able to raise enough money to fund 
two student scholarships. 

“Little Eva” bloomed late in the evening of Aug. 15, with a small 
group of spectators bearing witness. The flower was back on 
display early in the morning on Aug. 16, and a live feed was 
set up on Facebook to allow those who couldn’t be there in 
person to witness the event. Viewers from as far away as China 
joined in the live video for OCC’s Corpse Flower.

Orange Coast College 
Launches Social Media 
Certificate Program to Meet 
Growing Demand
Starting this fall, Orange Coast College is offering a 

certificate program that will prepare students for careers in 
social media communication. 

“The idea of this program is to train students to promote 
organizations and individuals on social media. In order to 
do that they’re going to learn about different social media 
platforms and they’re also going to get a crash course in 
public relations and marketing,” says Literature and Languages 
Dean Michael Mandelkern. 

Demand for social media strategists has exploded in recent 
years, as more consumers engage with companies and 
organizations on popular social media channels like Facebook 
and Twitter. OCC’s program will prepare students for a career 
in social media publicity and marketing in as little as two years. 

“Students will be learning which platforms to use depending 
on their target audience,” says Mandelkern. “There are 
many jobs available right now, that pay well, because many 
companies are looking for someone who’s able to do this, but 
not very many people are trained in social media strategy.” 



https://theharbourocc.com/


 www.row2k.com 
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Former Pirate Rower Becomes 
World Champion!
A member of the Orange Coast College men’s crew is now a 

world champion. Sam Melvin captured the U.S. U5nEht.e 1as

https://www.row2k.com/
mailto:msandoval46@occ.cccd.edu
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