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OCC to receive a formal education at Coast where he earned 
certi�cates in Culinary Arts, Advanced Culinary Arts, and 
Restaurant Management and Catering. 

“I consider my experience at Orange Coast College to be so 
important to my career and my personal growth over the 
years,” says Caliendo. ”I worked so hard to attend classes and 
complete the program while holding down multiple jobs. It was 
a very stressful and fast-paced time in my life, and I would not 
trade it for anything.”

Caliendo was a founding partner in Lazy Dog Restaurant and 
Bar, which opened its �rst location in Huntington Beach in 
2003. By the end of 2018, Lazy Dog had 30 restaurants across 
�ve states: California, Nevada, Texas, Colorado and Illinois. The 
company has six new locations planned for 2019. 

Caliendo is the creative mind behind Lazy Dog’s menu, 
featuring a fresh take on traditional comfort foods. He often 
invites OCC culinary students to visit him in his research and 
development kitchen, and o�ers advice to aspiring chefs. 

“I’m again humbled by the decision to award me with an 
Alumni of the Year designation,” Caliendo says. “It means a lot 
to me and I am very grateful to continue my professional and 
personal experience with OCC.”

Twelve OCC Faculty Honored 
at UCI Educator Recognition 
Event 
Faculty from across all disciplines at Coast were identi�ed by 

their former students at the University of California, Irvine 
as outstanding educators who made a signi�cant positive 
contribution to their students’ academic success. 

The 12 OCC instructors selected for the honor were invited to 
an Educator Recognition Dinner and Awards ceremony at UCI 
on May 14. They are: 

• Gabriela Ernsberger, Computer Science

• Jarren Gonzales, Psychology

• Jose Costas, Dance

• Anne Bresnock, Economics

• Hannah Kang, Psychology

• Marc Perkins, Biology

• Greg Russell, Biology

• Mickey Laux, Chemistry

• Doug Lloyd, Math

• Arnold Guerra, Physics

• Michelle Ngo

• Jennifer Czerniawski

Here is what some of the faculty who were recognized had 
to say about their teaching philosophy, and what the honor 
means to them: 

My students, who have diverse academic and life 
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OCC Awards 5,400 
Degrees, Certi�cates at 71 st 
Commencement
OCC conferred more than 5,400 associate’s degrees 

and certi�cates of achievement at the College’s 71 st 
commencement ceremony on May 24 at the OC Fairground’s 
Paci�c Amphitheatre.

Fashion instructor Christina Amaral is the 2019 Faculty 
Member of the Year. Amaral has worked and taught at OCC 
for 35 years. During her time at the College she has arranged 
countless industry �eld trips and internships for students, 
working closely and collaborating with local brands like 
Volcom, Hurley, Paul Frank Industries, Vans, RVCA, and many, 
many more. 

“I’m a strong believer in education and continuously working 
to create a connection between students, faculty and industry,” 
Amaral says. “I believe that if we, as faculty, take the time to 
get to know our students we can build solid relationships that 
will continue to grow and bene�t many future generations.”

Vice President of Research and Development and Principal 
Chef for Lazy Dog restaurants Gabriel Caliendo is OCC’s 2019 
Alumni of the Year and delivered a keynote speech. Caliendo – 
who both studied and taught in OCC’s culinary arts program – 
spent years in the industry before returning to OCC to receive 
a formal education. 

OCC’s Student Speaker was psychology major Abigail Hill, 
who transferred to Vanguard University this summer. Hill — 
a 42-year-old mother of two — had a simple message for 
graduates: “It’s never too late to go back to school.” 

Hill also extended her sincere gratitude to those in the 
Coast community who helped her achieve her educational 
goals. “The faculty and sta� at OCC are so encouraging and 
supportive that they make the journey that much easier 
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