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Speech Team Makes History with 4th Straight 
National Championship
Orange Coast College’s Speech and Debate team has done what no other community college 

has ever done: won four national championships in a row. 

On April 9-14 more than 50 community colleges from across the country competed for the 
national championship at the Phi Rho Pi National Speech and Debate Tournament in Daytona 
Beach, Fla. OCC took the top spot, scoring more points than any other school in the country. 

Speech and debate competitions consist of many di�erent types of events — much like track 
and �eld — from debate, to platform speaking, to limited prep, and even acting events. All 
students compete in preliminary rounds, after which a select few advance to the �nal rounds of 
competition. Those individual successes are added up to determine a team’s total points.

This year’s Phi Rho Pi national championship was incredibly close; Mt. San Antonio College from 
Walnut, Calif. came in second with 241 points, with Coast edging them out with 251 points. “The 
week had us on the edge of our seats the entire time, but our con�dence in our preparation and 
our students never wavered” said Sherana Polk, Director of Forensics at OCC. 

Coast started strong with a huge lead when the semi-�nal rounds were posted, but Mt. Sac made 
a late surge, bringing things back into contention. OCC’s students staved o� a late comeback and 
secured their victory with an impressive display in Persuasive and Impromptu speaking, taking 
three gold medals in each event. 

“The individuals on the team did incredibly well, but the amazing thing about this week was that 
the focus was never on the individual, and always on the team. It’s why we won,” said Shauhin 
Davari, OCC’s Director of Interpretive Events. “Some of our best events didn’t do well, but the 
students were unfazed. They were laser-focused on one goal — a team win.” 
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Theatre Dept. Will Stage 
Cabaret Musical May 4–13 
OCC’s theatre department will stage a production of 

“Cabaret,” a musical by Joe Masterho�, from May 4 until 
May 13 in the Drama Lab Theatre. Performances are scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m. on May 4–6, and May 11 and 12. There will be a 
matinée performance at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, May 13. 

Cabaret takes place as the 1920s draw to a close, with a garish 
Master of Ceremonies welcoming the audience and assuring 
them that they will forget all of their troubles in the cabaret. 
Director and OCC Theatre instructor, Tom Bruno, chose the 
musical with current events in mind. 

“The musical takes place during the rise of the Nazi party in 
Berlin, and people are just interested in having a good time, 
not paying attention to the political landscape,” says Bruno. 
“We’ve recently seen a resurgence of unkind and downright 
hateful rhetoric within our political system, and it seemed 
to me that Cabaret would be a very timely production to 
remind audiences that, as Edmund Burke said: ‘The only 
thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to 
do nothing.’ Our production will, I hope, communicate this 
message to our audience.” 

Students actors will perform in the production, which has been 
in the works for months. 

“The students involved are some of the most dedicated, 
committed and talented performers I have ever had the 
pleasure to work with,” says Bruno. “They show up to 
rehearsals hours beforehand to work on their own, I really 
cannot speak more highly of them. I am truly blown away by 
the extraordinary talent we have assembled here at OCC.” 

Tickets run $12 in advance a t w ww.occtickets.c om or $15 a t the 
door ($8/$10 for students and seniors). For more information, 
contact Bruno a t tbruno@oc c.cccd.edu

Save the Date:  
Honors Night 2018
This year’s Honors Night will take place on Wednesday  

May 9, from 4–8 p.m. 

Honor’s Night has been a tradition at Orange Coast College for 
60 years. The evening recognizes students who have achieved 
top honors in academics as well as service and leadership to 
the College and community. 

This year’s theme is “70s Night” in honor of the College’s 
70th Anniversary. The event will include a bu�et in the Quad, 
prepared by the College’s culinary arts students. The evening 
will continue in the Robert B. Moore Theatre, where more 
than $400,000 worth of scholarships will be handed out to 
deserving students. 

Donors, presenters and honored guests will check in from 
4-5:45 p.m., with the program beginning at 6 p.m.

For more information, contact the Scholarship O�ce  
at (714) 432-5645. 

PsiBeta Members Place 2nd 
at Giles T. Brown Research 
Symposium
Students from OCC’s chapter of PsiBeta gave two poster 

presentations at the school’s annual Giles T. Brown Student 
Project and Research Symposium on April 13, earning a 2nd 
place award for their e�orts. 

PsiBeta is a national honor society for psychology students 
at community colleges. The two poster topics presented at 
the Symposium were titled “How Do Cultural Orientation 
and Social Media Use Relate to Social Relationships and 
Psychological Health” and “How do Self Esteem, Depression 
and Social Media Use Correlate with the Mental Health and 
Relationships of College Students.” Each poster presentation 
was followed by a question and answer period, giving students 
a chance to explain their work. 

OCC’s Research Symposium gives students a chance to 
present the work they do inside and outside the classroom, 
highlighting many di�erent disciplines on campus. In addition 
to a Poster Presentation session, students also were able to 
participate in an Exhibition of Work (suitable for creative works 
such as sculpture and machined products) and Oral (or Paper) 
Presentation, featuring a 15-minute oral presentation followed 
by 5 minutes of questions.
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