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OCC Men’s Basketball Earns Ticket to 
State Championship
� he Orange Coast College men’s basketball team — a team that went 8-19 last season — is

moving to the big dance after shocking third-seeded Citrus, 80-77, on Saturday night in the 
third round of the Southern California Regional playoffs, played at Citrus College.

With the win, the sixth-seeded Pirates (22-7) — champions of the Orange Empire Conference and 
winners of 13 straight games — advance to the Elite Eight of the California Community College 
Athletic Association Men’s Basketball State Championships next weekend at Ventura College. It is 
the first trip back to the State Tournament since the Pirates won the whole thing back in 1979!

If the seedings stay the same, the Pirates will be the No. 3 seed out of the south and will take on 
the north’s No. 2 team — Fresno City College — in the opening round on Friday, beginning at 5 
p.m.
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It was a ragged game that “featured” a combined 47 fouls 
(OCC 27, Citrus 20) and 61 free-throw attempts (Citrus 33-37, 
OCC 19-24). Both teams struggled to find any type of rhythm 
or flow due to the constant stoppages by the officials. 
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Submissions Sought for 
Second Annual Pirates Plank 
Business Competition
™CC is hosting its second annual Pirates Plank Business

Pitch Competition, and all students are encouraged to 
submit their ideas by Sunday, March 11, with the competition 
scheduled for Thursday, April 5. 

The purpose of the Pirates Plank is to encourage OCC students 
to solve problems and inspire their entrepreneurial spirit. The 
event is modeled after the popular ABC “Shark Tank” television 
show, but with an emphasis on encouragement and advice. 

Students will present their business ideas to a panel of judges 
who are also local business leaders and owners. The judges 
will listen to the presentation and ask questions regarding the 
viability of the product in the marketplace. Judges also will 
offer advice on how to improve the product and presentation. 
Two winners will be selected and will receive cash prizes of 
$500 each. 

OCC Chamber Singers Set to 
Perform Johannes Brahms’ 
German Requiem
™range Coast College’s Chamber singers will join forces
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semester recruits to their very first debate tournament. Even 
though this was a new experience for many of our students 
they proved more than capable of handling the increased 
rigors of the upper division,” Wensko said. 

OCC also had an excellent showing in Individual Events. 
Director of Platform Events Sean Connor stated: “Not only did 
we earn first place awards in several categories of speech but 
we also won the Interstate Oratory bid. The Interstate Oratory 
is the oldest and most prestigious oratory tournament held 
in the United States. Every year each state will send only two 
students to Interstate where they will compete in Persuasive 
Speaking. In order to receive the Southern California bid you 
must win first place in Open Persuasive speaking at the Spring 
Championship tournament. With 34 students entered into 
consideration for this prestigious award our very own Bryan 
Davis was able to clinch this important opportunity.” 

Not only was this a special tournament for all of the awards 
won; but also, because the tournament was named in the 
honor of OCC’s Communication Studies Professor and former 
Director of Forensics Felicia Coco. “The coaching staff was so 
happy to see our students rise to the occasion at a tournament 
where the entire Southern California forensics community was 
recognizing Professor Coco for all of her contributions to the 
activity,” said assistant coach Thuy Pham. 

The Orange Coast College Speech, Debate, and Theatre team 
will host a Reader’s Theatre Showcase on Tuesday, March 13 at 
5 p.m. in the College’s Science Hall. The team’s next tournament 
will be the California Community College Forensic Association 
State Championship Tournament held on March 8–11. 
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