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Coast Dance Team Defends Title, Picks Up One 
More at UDA National Championship
Orange Coast College’s nationally ranked dance team took home two first-place trophies at

the Universal Dance Association Cheerleading and Dance Team National Championship in 
Orlando, Fla. on Jan. 14, defending their title in the Open Pom division and earning the top spot in 
the Jazz division. 

The UDA National Championship — held at the ESPN Wide World of Sports complex —  is the 
largest and most prestigious collegiate cheer and dance competition in the country. As the only 
community college to advance to UDA’s dance national championships, OCC’s 14-member team 
bested dancers from every four-year university in the Open Division, including University of San 
Diego, University of Indianapolis, and Northwest Missouri State University. 

These latest wins bring the OCC dance team’s national title count to more than 20 since the 
team began competing 22 years ago. “Winning the Collegiate National Dance championships 
is amazing,” says Coast dance coach and choreographer Dan Sapp. “Winning two divisions is a 
rarity, and winning back to back in one division is phenomenal. But winning as the only community 
college against all universities in the competition is extraordinary.”
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Orange Coast College 
Welcomes New Doyle 
Arts Pavilion Director Tyler 
Stallings
After an extensive search, Orange Coast College is pleased

to announce that Tyler Stallings has been appointed 
director of the 
College’s Frank. M. 
Doyle Arts Pavilion in 
Costa Mesa. 

Stallings — who will 
be the first full-time 
gallery director at the 
Doyle Arts Pavilion in 
seven years — comes 
to Coast from the 
University of California, 
Riverside, where he 
held various roles 
including interim 
executive director of 
UCR ARTSblock, and 
artistic director at the 
Culver Center of the 
Arts. 

Prior to his role at UC 
Riverside, Stallings cut 
his teeth in the Orange 
County arts world as 
the chief curator at the 
Laguna Art Museum 
and as director of 
programs at the 
Huntington Beach Art 
Center. “In essence my 
professional curatorial 
career was really built in Orange County,” says Stallings. “It’s a 
great opportunity to be able to come back.” 

OCC’s 3,400-square-foot gallery includes exhibition space and 
a project gallery, and hosts several shows each year, in addition 
to hosting special events, performances, films, installations 
and more. Last fall’s Arts Pavilion schedule saw a breadth of 
dynamic exhibits, including “ῄterᴅ῁fᴅrmᴅ” a survey of work by
noted Los Angeles artist, Kim Abeles, and “Ken Marchionno: 
300 Miles, The Oomaka Tokatakiyaa,” multimedia documentary 
project highlighting a yearly pilgrimage undertaken by 
members of the Lakota tribes in North and South Dakota. 

“I’ve always had an awareness [of the Doyle Arts Pavilion] 
— it’s just such a beautiful space,” Stallings says. “One of the 
things I’ve been really impressed with is the reputation of the 
Visual and Performing Arts Division, and how it really stays 
abreast of what’s new.”

Orange Coast College 
Officially Opens Doors to 
Pirates’ Cove Food Pantry
OCC kicked off the New Year with the grand opening of

its Pirates’ Cove food pantry on Jan. 22. Members of the 
media and the general public, oktmeof
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OCC Hires Planetarium 
Manager Scott Mitchell
With construction 

entering its 
final phase, Orange 
Coast College has 
announced the hiring 
of Scott Mitchell 
as its Planetarium 
manager. 

Mitchell, who started 
at OCC just after the 
New Year, comes 
to Coast from the 
University of Maine, 
where he worked at the Maynard F. Jordan Planetarium and 
Observatory, part of the school’s recently constructed Emera 
Astronomy Center. While there, he worked as both acting 
director from 2014-2015 while he was an undergraduate 
student, and as assistant director once a permanent director 
was hired and while he continued his studies as a graduate 
student pursuing a master’s degree in engineering physics.   

The Jordan Planetarium underwent a large renovation 
while Mitchell was there, with the construction of a new 
digital planetarium completed in 2014. Having had firsthand 
experience in the construction of a planetarium, Mitchell 
already has an idea of what he hopes to accomplish at OCC. 

“The OCC Planetarium will serve three major groups: the first 
is the K-12 school system, and we’re working really hard to 
integrate our content with the next generation of science 
standards so that it can fit into schools’ curriculum easily,” 
Mitchell says. “There’s also the public — we’re going to host 
‘public nights’ where anyone can purchase a ticket to see a 
show. And then, of course there’s the OCC community.” 

Mitchell has plans to invite instructors at OCC to develop 
programs that utilize the unique features that the planetarium 
has to offer, such as an immersion theater and Science on a 
Sphere National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
globe. 

“We would like professors to be able to show their students 
things in the planetarium that they wouldn’t be able to see 
otherwise,” he explains. “A lot of people think a planetarium is 
just a tool for astronomy but it can do so much more than that. 
It’s really a very powerful visualization tool for many subjects, 
including marine biology, graphic design, chemistry, and 
theater, just to name a few.” 

OCC’s Planetarium — scheduled to open in September of 
this year — will serve as a premiere science center in Orange 
County, offering the community access to state-of-the-art 
technology that no other local facility has, such as a Foucault 
pendulum, which demonstrates the rotation of the earth. 

“There are only so many of these facilities in the world,” 
Mitchell says. 

Students at OCC also will play a large role in helping to run 
the Planetarium; Mitchell has plans to hire student workers 

to give presentations, lead field trips, and more. “Students 
are going to be the backbone of the Planetarium, and I 
think they’ll learn just as much as they teach,” he says.

Mitchell lives in Costa Mesa with his cat, Apollo.

OCC Launches Redesigned 
App in Continuing Effort to 
Improve Communication on 
Campus
As the Spring 2018 gets under way, Orange Coast College 

has launched a new and improved mobile app that will 
help students, faculty and staff stay more connected  
on campus.

The app — which is available on Apple and Android devices — 
includes features like a schedule planning tool, message board, 
calendar of events, news, and interactive map.

In recent years, OCC has made strides to improve 
communication between different constituency groups 
on campus, including its “5 Things to Know” notification 
system on all employee computers campus wide, a weekly 
newsletter updating faculty 
and staff on important 
news, announcements, and 
events, and updated website 
and portal intranet design. 
The College also surveys 
employees each year to 
gauge campus climate, 
and has plans to launch 
a news blog in the near 
future to complement its 
communication strategy.

To learn more about how to 
download OCC’s app, visit  
www.occ.campusapp.com

fivethings
to know...
1




