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Guests: There were ninety-eight guests and attendees at today’s tribute meeting. 

Recording: The recording to this tribute may be available on the Orange Coast College 

Academic Senate Public Page in the November 30, 2021, documents area.  

1. Preliminary Matters 

A. Call to Order: President Lee Gordon called the special meeting to order at 11:30 A.M. He  

noted that it as a special event hosted by the Senate, with the entire meeting for the  

recognition of esteemed colleague and three-time former Senate President Dr. Eduardo 

Arismendi-Pardi, for the remembrance of his wonderful service and friendship.  

President Gordon noted that there is a link in the chat to access the virtual bulletin board 

for posting permanent statements to Dr. Arismendi-Pardi.  

President Gordon explained the structure of the tribute: two officials of the college would 

speak first, Dr. Arismendi-Pardi would make a statement, and public comments would 

follow. He asked that each public comment be kept to a minute or less; the timekeeper 

today in place of Dr. Arismendi-Pardi, is Senator Means.  

2. Tribute to President Emeritus Dr. Eduardo Jesus Arismendi-Pardi 

A. Chancellor John Weispfenning gave a warm tribute to Dr. Arismendi-Pardi. 

B. Orange Coast College President Angelica Suarez also gave a warm tribute 
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Personal Thanks and Recognition: I just wanted to say how humble I am to be here 

today. I was thinking about what I wanted as a retirement present. I would like to 

pronounce and mention the beautiful names of my students and the people who I owe 

so much of my success because I could have not done it, had it not been for you. Today 

it is not about me. Today is about you and so I'd like to mention the students that I have 

here, and I have a few prepared remarks. I lecture for a living, and I am so nervous, and I 

don't know why. I'm just incredibly nervous.  

The first thing that I’d like to do is, I would like to introduce my family. 



 

 

you are my Iranian daughter. She is now a physician in residence. I would like to also 

acknowledge Nancy Estrada who is working on her Spanish degree and aspires to follow 

the footsteps of Dr. Suarez.  

Dr. Suarez, thank you so much for giving up your time to my sister Nancy Estrada. Also, Dr. 

Adriana Magallanes, who did a dissertation in Ethnomathematics, and her work was so 

phenomenal that was cited in the Journal of Ethnomathematics. John Ritchie, you are 

like a brother to me. He is a former U.S. Marine. He earned his BS degree in Electrical 

Engineering from UCI and recently completed a Master of Science in Electrical 

Engineering from UCLA. Pavrviz Razghmsnesh earned his BS degree in Mathematics from 

the University of Washington and completed his Master of Science degree in Financial 

Mathematics from the University of Southern California. Our very own Dr. Madjid 

Niroumand was my student in finite mathematics, I believe it was in the 1990s. I still 

remember him asking me questions. Thank you so much for all your contributions You are 

definitely someone I learned so much from. Katerina Malacova received her BS in social 

work. Recently, she sent me a card that she is planning to work on her Masters in Social 

Work at Cal State Long Beach. I would like to acknowledge the presence of Dr. Emma 

Traore who was my student in calculus, too. She went on to receive a Bachelor of Arts in 

pure mathematics from UCLA followed by a Master of Science and Engineering from 

Claremont Graduate University. Then, a Master of Science in Mathematics at Wichita 

State University and culminated her studies with a PhD in Statistics from Rice University. Dr. 

Emma probably knows a lot more statistics that I’ve ever hope to learn in my entire life. 

Nicholas Connery is transferring to UCI to work on his Mechanical Engineering degree. 

Thao Nguyen is here with us. She completed her BS in Economics from UC Berkeley.  

Nellie Antonio is transferring to pursue her BSN. She has completed her degree in Nutrition 

at OCC. I have Dulce and Joshua Jackson. They met in my class in 2013, I believe. They 

fell in love, so my classes do have an element of love in my classes. Dulce received her 

BA in Public Health from Cal State Fullerton. She is working towards her MSW, and Joshua 

earned his BS degree in Computer Science. Nicole Henry, I met her in my pre-calculus 

class, I believe, when we used to have the Lewis building. She went on to earn a BS in 

pure / theoretical mathematics from UCLA. She completed her Masters of Science in 

Applied Mathematics from Akron University. U.S. Marine Surgeon John Crosson





 

 

that in many ways my former students, as well as my current students, those who see me 

with favor, as well as those who do not, have taught me so much.  

What I have learned from my students is that I’m basically a caterpillar crawling on a 

beautifully embroidered carpet where all I see are colors and shapes shifting randomly 

without meaning or purpose. I do believe that in many ways, each of us is a caterpillar 

and what we see as the end of the world is what the Master calls a butterfly. Once 

transformed and flying above the carpet of random patterns, shapes begin to connect, 

and a purpose is thus revealed. My students taught me the meaning of what I love the 

most about education and I contemplated that word for quite some time. The word 

education comes to us from the Latin words educare and educere. The former means to 

mold to train, whereas the latter means to draw out. Education, in my view, is far more 

than a set of marketable skills. It is a choice. It is a journey that ends only when our 

physical existence rests on the sepulcher. The last five years of my career have been very 

difficult, but I knof2 tpulcher

 



 

 

for everything you have done for me. You have given meaning to my life professionally 




